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places accessible for examination, the ground is often
covered with loose, broken-off material, and we cannot
simply knock a piece off and take it home for a closer
inspection. On the other hand, from the appearance of
this material, and with the help of the coloured salt
deposits at the springs, left by water which had passed
through deeper layers, the geologists could see that some-
where or another within a limited area something of
interest was to be found, though they were not in a posi-
tion to locate the veins more accurately.
Here the modern prospector and his apparatus came
to their aid. The method introduced into East Greenland
in 1932 was used elsewhere by Swedish geologists, and
the instruments set ashore on the East Greenland coast
were the property of the Swedish Prospecting Company
[Svenska Malmletningsaktiebolag], whose engineers had
used them last in Africa. They were now dragged up by
Iceland ponies to the district then being examined, and
unpacked in the Arctic wilderness.
Even for the initiated, trained engineer, who is accus-
tomed to handling these instruments, the modern method
of prospecting for minerals is involved and difficult. I
cannot therefore give an exhaustive description of the
working of this newest branch of modern Axctic explor-
ation, but I will try to give a glimpse of how these investi-
gations are carried out, and how work progressed up in
East Greenland in the summer of 1932.
Electric ore-prospecting is based on the fact that differ-
ent kinds of rock vary in their propensity for conducting
electric and magnetic currents. One of the methods of
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